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How CMSMS Works
So how is a web-site created with CMS Made Simple? 

There are a couple of terms that are central to 
understanding this.

You first need to have templates, which is the HTML code 
for your pages. This is styled with CSS in one or more 
style sheets that are attached to each template. You 
then create pages that contain your websites content 
using one of these templates.

That doesn't sound too hard, does it? Basically you don't 
need to know any HTML or CSS to get a site up with 
CMS Made Simple. But if you want to customize it to 
your liking, consider learning some CSS.



Templates and stylesheets

• A template is basically the HTML layout, or the design, of a page. 
This is the work of the designer. Whatever is in a template is used 
on every page that uses that template, meaning that the person 
editing the content doesn't need any web design skills.

• In the template there are placeholders for content and navigation 
areas. When a user is visiting your site the page is automatically 
generated from the template and the placeholders are filled with the 
content.

• The template is the HTML structure. It is then styled in one or more 
style sheets that are attached to each template. This styling is done 
with CSS. So to get a site look the way you want you should be 
familiar with HTML and CSS on at least a basic level. But don't 
worry, there are themes with ready-made templates and style sheets 
for you to download!

• Templates and style sheets in the CMSMS Admin Panel - You 
will find the templates and style sheets in the Layout menu.



Themes

• Allows you to import and export templates 

and their attached stylesheets as 

"themes". This allows you to share your 

look and feel with other cms users.

• You can manage themes using 

ThemeManager in CMSMS.

• Sample CMSMS themes are available at:

http://themes.cmsmadesimple.org/

http://themes.cmsmadesimple.org/


CMSMS Admin Panel - Layout



Pages and navigation

• Pages determine the structure of your web-site (as seen in the 
admin Content » Pages page). Think of a web-site as a set of 
pages. These pages are accessed through a menu. You can also 
link to a page from within another page.

• Navigation/Menu
– The navigation, or the menu, is a set of links that help the user to 

navigate through the pages on your web site. These links are 
automatically created by CMS Made Simple from the page structure. 
This hierarchy is what drives the menu you see on the left of this page.

– Pages can be in several levels, like a tree of generations. The top level 
in the menu are the parent pages. Each parent page can have children 
pages, which in turn can be parents to other children.

– The page template determines where on a page the navigation is 
placed.

• Pages in the CMSMS Admin Panel
– You add pages, as well as other content, in the CMSMS Admin Panel 

from the Content » Pages menu.



CMSMS Admin Panel - Content



CMSMS Admin Panel 

– Content | Pages



CMSMS - Content
• The content is the information for the page. We have already 

mentioned that for each page on your site you choose what template 
to use. When you add content to a page, it is automatically placed in 
the placeholders of the template selected for that page.

• A template can define one or several content areas, or content 
blocks. To add more content blocks to your template, use {content 
block='block name'}. These blocks will then appear as text areas 
when you edit or add a page that uses that template.

• You can make a content block use only one line, instead of a full text 
area, by using the parameter oneline=true. That is, the full tag being: 
{content block='block name' oneline=true}. Read about more 
parameters in the help for the Content tag in the CMSMS Admin 
Panel, under Extensions » Tags.

• Content Types - There are currently 6 main content types in version 
1.6.6 "Bonde". These content types determine the type of content for 
each menu item. : Content , Error Page , External Page Link , 
Internal Page Link , Section Header , Separator 



CMSMS – Content Type
• The Content type is simply a regular page. Normally this is the only one you will use. 

That is what this page you are reading is. Here you can put any content that you 
would put on a regular page. The layout of these types of pages are controlled by the 
templates. For each content page you create you must add the title, menu text, 
choose if it is going to have a parent and choose a template for it. If you login as 
admin and change the template of this page, you will see exactly how it works.

• The Error Page type is just what it sounds like, a page you set for "404 page not 
found" errors, where you can add the content that shows when a 404 error occurs, a 
target type and title, you can also choose the template it uses, it has no parent as it is 
not part of the menu.

• The External Page Link type is just what it sounds like, a link to another external 
page and you add the title, menu text, choose if it is going to have a parent and a 
destination page along with the target setting and other options that a content type 
page has. This external page link type also shows up in the menu following the 
same hierarchy rules as the content type.

• The Internal Page Link type is also just what it sounds like, a link to another internal 
page. This internal page link type also shows up in the menu following the same 
hierarchy rules as the content type and you add the title, menu text, choose if it is 
going to have a parent and a destination page along with the target setting and other 
options that a content type page has.

• The Section Header type is used to break up menus into groupings (sections). This 
is unrelated to the hierarchy, as the section headers have no associated pages with 
them but can be used to group a set of links of similar content under them. They are 
just a little bit of text to say what the next few links are in reference to.

• The Separator type is just what it sounds like, a separator that appears on the 
menus. This type follows the hierarchy set in content management pages.



CMSMS Admin Panel 

– Content Update



CMSMS Admin Panel 

– Content Update



CMSMS Extensions

There are three kinds of extensions, that can 

add many kinds of functionality to your 

default CMS Made Simple install. They are 

called tags, user defined tags, and 

modules.

• Tags

• User defined tags

• Modules



CMSMS – Extensions Tags

• Tags are the simplest form of extensions. They are 
designed to accomplish just one small and specific task.

• There are a number of custom tags available with CMS 
Made Simple. To find what kind of tags are available 
look in Extensions » Tags in the Admin Panel.

• To insert any of these in a template or a page, simply 
type e.g. {content}. Many of these Smarty tags are used 
as placeholders in a template, i.e. placeholders for 
content, navigation, breadcrumbs etc.

• Website developers who have a bit of PHP experience 
will find it easy to create and share their own custom 
tags.



CMSMS Extensions

User Defined Tags
• Users can also create their own tags to insert in 

templates or pages., these are called user 
defined tags. They are snippets of php code (but 
without the <?php and ?> surrounding them), 
providing the ability to add re-usable pieces of 
php functionality to your site. User defined tags 
are inserted in templates and pages just like 
tags: {tagname}.

• Typically, user defined tags provide a utility that 
is special to a website, and likely won't need to 
be re-used on another site. Also they are 
typically small and used for simple tasks.

http://wiki.cmsmadesimple.org/index.php/Share_your_tags_here


CMSMS Extensions Modules
• Modules are the highest level of plugin in the CMS Made Simple 

environment. They are designed to allow developers to implement complex 
tasks within CMSMS. A module typically provides advanced functionality, 
usually interacts with the database in complex ways, and may provide 
numerous reports or forms on the website. Additionally, a module may have 
an administrative interface to allow manipulating its data and its settings.

• An extremely well defined API (Application Programming Interface) has 
been written to allow module developers to write complex, intricate, and fully 
functioning applications for use within a CMSMS powered website.

• There are a few modules included with the default installation of CMS Made 
Simple. Other popular modules are Frontend Users, Album, Calendar, 
Guestbook and Form Builder.

• The ModuleManager module (included with CMS Made Simple) allows 
browsing a list of available modules, reading about them, and then installing 
them on your website.

• To insert modules in a template or a page, you actually use the module 
name as a parameter to the {cms_module} tag. It looks like this: 
{cms_module module='modulename' parameter1='this' parameter2=5 
parameter3='that'}. It is normal for modules to accept parameters to effect 
changes to their default behavior, though it is not always required.

http://demo.opensourcecms.com/cmsmadesimple/index.php?page=modules


CMSMS - Workflow

• These are the basic steps when creating a website with CMS Made 
Simple:

• Plan -- Determine what pages you want (structure) and how you 
want these pages to look (design). 

• Create Templates -- Create one or several template(s) that 
determine the layout of your pages. 

• Style the Templates -- Attach one or more stylesheets to each 
template and style the layout and content with CSS. 

• Create Pages -- Then you create pages, add content to them and 
select what template to use for each page. 

• When a user navigates to your site the page is created from the 
template, adding the content where the placeholder(s) are in the 
template.



CMSMS – User Role

• Administrator

– Define access right to the module

– Add new modules/tags

• Designer

– Define template

– Define CSS

• Editor

– Define Multimedia Content


